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ENGLISH POLICY

“The handling of language is a complex ability and one that will not be developed simply by working through a set of text-book exercises ... We believe that the teacher should intervene and should constantly be looking for opportunities to improve and extend children’s ability to handle language.”

                                                                                                      Bullock Report

THE IMPORTANCE OF ENGLISH
This policy has been written taking into account the Programmes of Study as required by the National Curriculum orders, the Early Years Foundation Stage and the National Curriculum for English.
At Little Kingshill School, we recognise that English is a core subject within the National Curriculum.  A central concern of all our teaching is to develop pupils’ abilities to use language to think, explore, organise and communicate significant meaning to enable every pupil to achieve their potential and develop self-esteem.  We also recognise the importance language plays in the social, emotional and imaginative development of pupils.  They use language to make meaning of the complexity of human experience and communicate with the world at large.  

It is during a child’s primary education that the foundations of language and English are laid down.  English, therefore, is an essential component of the curriculum and is given a high priority in our school.

1 Aims and Objectives
Pupils are given opportunities to interrelate the requirements of English within a broad and balanced approach which extends across the curriculum, with opportunities to consolidate and practise taught English skills.  
1.1 Aims:
� Provide pupils with learning opportunities which integrate reading, writing, speaking and listening activities and enable them to develop these as a means of effective communication.

� Provide a stimulating environment and real contexts for language learning in English and across the curriculum.

· Encourage our children to develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information.
� Motivate our children to appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage.
� Enable children to read accurately and with understanding and to recognise the close relationship between reading and writing.

� Encourage an interest in words and their meaning and the development of a growing vocabulary, including the technical and specialist vocabulary of all subjects.

� Develop the thinking skills of pupils to enable them to become reflective, independent learners.

� Provide opportunities for pupils to use ICT to facilitate and extend their learning in speaking, listening, reading and writing.

� Ensure that children with special needs, including those with English as an additional language, receive the appropriate attention and opportunity to develop and extend their language experiences.

1.2 Objectives

Pupils are taught to:

� Speak clearly, fluently and confidently in a range of contexts.

� Listen, understand and respond appropriately to others.

� Use a range of strategies to develop their ability to read with fluency, accuracy, understanding and enjoyment.

� Develop a critical appreciation of a range of texts.

� Communicate meaning through writing narrative and non-fiction texts.

� Recognise the function and power of different forms of writing.

� Use the main rules and conventions of written English with regards to spelling, punctuation and grammar.
� Write legibly in both joined and printed styles.

� Use ICT as a tool to develop and enhance English skills.
� Use speaking, listening, reading and writing to further their thinking, investigating, organising and learning.

2 Planning

Planning for English reflects the objectives of the National Curriculum for English and the Early Years Foundation Stage. Medium term planning and weekly planning is undertaken by class teachers and stored centrally. Planning is monitored by the English Co-ordinator to ensure balance and progression.

2.1 Implementation of National Curriculum 

In the National Curriculum for 5 - 11 year olds, English is developed through four key areas:

· Spoken Language

· Reading – Word Reading & Comprehension

· Writing – Transcription & Composition

· Spelling, Vocabulary, Grammar & Punctuation

It is important to note that each is closely interrelated with the next, so it becomes

increasingly difficult to consider one without the other(s).
For more information on these areas please see Appendix 1,2,3 and 4.

2.2 The Early Years Foundation Stage

English in Early Years is based upon the Foundation Stage Profile strand of Communication,

Language & Literacy.
To give all children the best opportunities for effective development and learning in

communication, language and literacy, practitioners should give particular attention to:
· Providing opportunities for children to communicate thoughts, ideas and feelings

            and build up relationships with adults and each other

· Incorporating communication, language and literacy development in planned activities in each area of learning;

· Giving opportunities to share and enjoy a wide range of rhymes, music, songs, poetry, stories and non-fiction books

· Giving opportunities for linking language with physical movement in action songs

            and rhymes, role play and practical experiences

· Planning an environment that reflects the importance of language through signs, notices and books

· Providing opportunities for children to see adults writing and for children to experiment with writing for themselves through making marks, personal writing symbols and conventional script

Providing time and opportunities to develop spoken language through conversations between children and adults, both one-to- one and in small groups, with particular awareness of, and sensitivity to, the needs of children for whom English is an additional language, using their home language when appropriate

2.3 Time allocation

There are at least four allocated English sessions per week in each Key Stage, with further time allocated as necessary for the provision of the wider English curriculum, e.g. library time, drama, guided reading, etc.

2.4 Cross Curricular Opportunities

English is linked to other subjects in an integral way as it is the medium through which pupils learn.  Therefore, we also recognise that the principles of teaching English can be applied to the teaching of other subjects across the curriculum, e.g. in group discussion, using writing frames across the curriculum, reading for understanding, communication and using ICT.  Through the teaching of English, we also seek to enhance the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils e.g. through the study of stories from other cultures and discussion of moral and social issues in fictional texts.

 3   Teaching and Learning Strategies

All teachers are responsible for using appropriate teaching and learning strategies which are challenging and interactive, to ensure that the needs of all pupils are met in an efficient and meaningful way.  Pupils are taught as individuals, pairs, in groups and as a class.  

Appropriate strategies include:

� Direction, e.g. to develop key strategies in reading and writing.

� Demonstration, e.g. how to use a dictionary.

� Modelling, e.g. discussing the features of written texts through shared reading of texts.

� Scaffolding, e.g. providing writing frames for shared and individual composition.

� Explanation, e.g. to discuss reasons in relation to the events of a story.

� Questioning, e.g. to cause pupils to reflect on and refine their work.

� Investigation and exploration, e.g. to develop aspects of grammar or to expand upon themes and structures in fiction and non fiction.

� Discussion and argument, e.g. to state points of view.

� Listening and responding, e.g. to stimulate and extend pupils’ contributions.
� Role play and performance, e.g. to explore the relationships between characters, or to present a performance to an audience.

� Visits by authors and theatre groups and visits to venues outside school, e.g. theatres.

� Structured play, e.g. materials available to encourage oral development, reading and emergent writing in the home corner.

4 Inclusion

All pupils will cover the content made statutory by the Programmes of Study within the National Curriculum and pupils will access the curriculum at the appropriate level, ensuring progress and differentiation.

Reading resources are checked for race, class, gender and ability stereotypes in terms of illustration or text.  We ensure that girls and boys have equal access to the curriculum.

The Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator and the English Co-ordinator work with the class teacher to ensure that pupils with significant English weaknesses have specific English targets to work towards. 

5 Resources

The English co-ordinator is responsible for meeting with staff to discuss the provision of resources.  

5.1 Classroom resources include:

� classroom libraries

� home reading boxes

� dictionaries, thesauruses and text books where appropriate
5.2 Central resources include:

� A selection of text books for teacher use

� Reading areas in Early Years, KS1 and KS2
� Reading scheme books, guided reading books and whole class novels

� A selection of big books (Early Years, KS1 and KS2)

� Story Sacks
� Book Fairs
6 Assessment and Reporting

Assessment is an integral part of the teaching process. Accurate assessments allows for the matching of the correct level of work to the needs of the pupils, thus benefiting the pupils and ensuring progress. It occurs throughout each lesson using different assessment for learning strategies.

· Formative assessment takes place on a daily basis. This involves the highlighting and annotation of lesson plans in line with the school assessment procedure.

· Assessed pieces of writing are written on a half-termly basis. These are used to assess pupil progress in writing, spelling and handwriting and to set appropriate learning targets.

· Formal summative assessments are carried out at the end of Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 in line with National Curriculum assessment requirements and optional tests are used at the end of Years 3, 4 and 5. These results, together with teacher assessments, are passed to the receiving teacher at the end of the year.

· At the end of Year 1 the statutory Phonics Screening Test is conducted and this is repeated in Year 2 for those children who do not achieve the required score in Year 1. Results are reported to parents.
· Early Years Foundation Stage records are used to assess the two areas of Communication and Language; and Literacy in the Nursery and Reception classes.

· The PM Benchmarking assessment is used in all Key Stages to assess the progress of individual children in reading, through this assessment equal emphasis is placed on decoding skills and the comprehension of the text.  
· Parents are provided with annual written reports in line with the DfES statutory requirements to ensure that all parents are informed of the pupil’s progress, including strengths and areas for development.  Parents’ evenings are held three times during the academic year.

 7 Roles (Governing Body, Head teacher, Teachers, Staff, Parents, Pupils)

7.1 Head Teacher and Governing Body
· Support the use of appropriate teaching strategies by allocating resources

effectively.

· Ensure that the school buildings and premises are best used to support successful

teaching and learning.

· Monitor teaching strategies in the light of health and safety regulations.

· Monitor how effective teaching and learning strategies are in terms of raising pupil

attainment.

· Ensure that staff development and performance management policies promote good

quality teaching.
7.2 Subject Leader

· To have an impact on raising standards of attainment for English across the whole

            school.
· Adapt and use the Programme of Study for English across the whole school that

meets the needs of our children.

· To maintain the availability of high quality resources.

· To maintain an overview of current trends and developments within the subject.

· To ensure a regular and effective programme of analysis of children’s work sample

monitoring is in place.

· To ensure a regular and effective programme of analysis of short-term planning is in

place.

· To effectively manage any funding designated to English
7.3 Class Teachers

· Ensure the effective implementation of the New National Curriculum for English.

· Adapt and use the Programme of study for English across the whole school that

· meets the needs of our children.

· Make effective use of Assessment for learning within English.

· To ensure work is planned to enable all children to reach their full potential.
7.4 Teaching Assistants

· To support the class teacher in the effective implementation of English.
7.5 Parents/Carers

We believe that parents have a fundamental role to play in helping children to learn. We do

all we can to inform parents about what and how their children are learning by:

· holding parents’ evenings to discuss children’s progress

· sending an annual report to parents in which we explain the progress made by each

child and indicate how the child can develop their learning

· explaining to parents how they can support their children with homework and

English learning.

Appendix 1 Speaking and Listening
The Importance of Speaking and Listening

Children’s ability to speak and listen is fundamental to their language development, social development and access to learning in school.  Direct teaching of oral skills, together with the provision of a range of opportunities, is necessary to enable children to develop the confidence and a repertoire of talk for different purposes and audiences.  Clear links between oral and written language must also be established and fostered.

Children with speech and language problems and children for whom English is an additional language must be provided with opportunities to work with good language models and the security to develop their skills.

Aims

We aim to enable children to:

● Communicate effectively, speaking with increasing confidence, clarity and fluency.

● Participate in discussions and debate in a variety of contexts.

● Listen with increasing concentration and understanding to the views, opinions and ideas of

   others with increased interest.

● Articulate ideas and thoughts clearly with appropriate tone and vocabulary recognising

   audience.

● Respond to questions and express opinions appropriately.

● Retell stories and poems which are known by heart.

● Ask questions with increasing relevance and insight.

● Children talk in preparation for written work – this oral rehearsal is particularly vital for

   developing bilingual children, as well as being best practice for all children – we therefore teach

   writing through the Talk for Writing approach.
The curriculum at Little Kingshill School reflects the programme of study for Speaking and Listening detailed in the National Curriculum, Primary Framework and the Early Years Foundation Stage.  During each key stage, the following range of activities, purposes and contacts are provided across the curriculum for the development of the pupils’ knowledge, skills and understanding:
� Speaking for different audiences, e.g. imparting information to individuals, classes, teachers and other adults.  Class assemblies are held regularly where the children have the opportunity to perform for parents and the school.

� Listening and responding, both in face to face situations and to broadcast material.

� Discussion and group interaction, e.g. in setting with different numbers of participants and at different levels of formality.

� Drama activities, including improvisation and role play as well as the performance of scripted drama.

Appendix 2 Phonics
The Importance of Phonics

At Little Kingshill Combined School we aim to develop each child so that they are able to read with fluency as well as develop a love of reading that will stay with our children all their lives.

The independent review of early reading conducted by Jim Rose confirmed that ‘high quality phonic work’ should be the prime means for teaching children how to read and spell words. The review also

highlighted the importance of developing from the earliest stages children’s speaking and

listening skills, ensuring that beginner readers are ready to get off to a good start in phonic

work by the age of five. Such work should be set within a broad and rich language curriculum.

The use of phonics is one of the many skills needed to be able to be a reader and writer. We

aim to teach high quality phonics to ensure the children have the best start possible in reading

and writing. The learning of phonics is the beginning of children’s body of knowledge, skills

and understanding that are an essential part of learning to read. In order to read and

understand texts children must learn to recognise/decode the words on the page. Good quality

phonics teaching allows the child to be secure in the skills of word recognition and decoding

which allows children to read fluently. This will result in children being able to read for

pleasure and will allow them to move onto developing higher order reading for meaning skills.

These phonic skills need to be taught systematically and involve a variety e.g. multi-sensory

resources for all learners.

Aims

· To teach children aural discrimination, phonemic awareness and rhyme awareness in order

· To encourage good spelling.

· To encourage repetition and consolidation, so that spelling becomes automatic.

· To encourage children to segment and blend.
Objectives

· To learn to read and write all 44 graphemes in the English language.

· To teach children specific strategies to help them remember tricky words.

· To ensure that the teaching of phonics is lively, interactive and investigative.

· To encourage children to apply their phonic skills in all curriculum areas.

Organisation and Practice

· At Little Kingshill Combined School, we follow the letters and Sounds document’s principles and practice across the EYFS and Key Stage One – this is supported by using a wide range of resources to support the effective delivery of phonics lessons by catering for all children’s needs. 
· In Key Stage Two interventions are based around the gaps identified through teacher assessment. 
· Lessons are quick in pace, well differentiated, engaging and challenging for all children within the lesson.

· Teachers use assessment to inform them of the progress children are making. It also enables teachers to adapt the provision if necessary to ensure the needs of individual pupils are met with targeted interventions to ensure that no child is left behind.

· All Year One children take the ‘Phonics Screening Check’ - a statutory assessment required by legislation. Those who do not meet the pass mark will be given support and intervention programmes in Year Two, to provide them with sufficient knowledge and understanding to re-take the ‘Phonics Screening Check’ and obtain a pass mark. Those children who do not obtain the required level set by the ‘Phonics Screening Check’ will receive phonics teaching in the first term of year three – which will be further supported throughout the year and across Key Stage Two with a phonics and/or spelling intervention programme. 
· Planning for phonics will be done separately from literacy but with the understanding that

good phonics teaching should link to the literacy needs of the children within a literacy lesson and across the curriculum. 
· Each Phonics lesson should include the following sections:

· Revise – Overlearn the previous graphemes and words

· Teach – Introduce a new grapheme / phoneme words

· Practise – Develop GPCs (grapheme phoneme correspondences) /read and spell new words

· Apply – Use the new graphemes / words in games and activities to secure knowledge

· Assess – Monitor progress within each phase to inform planning.
Expectations for Teaching and Learning

Nursery

· For all children to access differentiated phase one teaching through short guided groups daily and the learning environment provision. 
Reception 

· To teach Letters and Sounds daily from the child’s start date. 
· To differentiate the groups to ensure children are reaching their full potential and support given is appropriate. 
· For all children to have completed phases 2, 3 and 4 by the end of the year and be ready to start revise Phase 4 in Year One, before embarking on the teaching of Phase 5 throughout the entire academic year.
Year One 

· To teach Letters and Sounds three times a week. 

· To differentiate the groups to ensure children are reaching their full potential. 
· For all children to have completed phase 4 and 5 by the end of the year and be ready to start phase 6 in Year Two. 
· To complete the Phonics Test in the summer term and report results to county and parents.

Year Two 

· To teach Letters and Sounds three times a week. 

· To differentiate the groups to ensure children are reaching their full potential. 
· For all children to have completed phase 6 by the end of the year also to regularly revisit the sounds and tricky words. 
· Children who have yet to reach the level needed for the phonics check will be given specialised intervention.

Key Stage Two
· To run further interventions as needed.
Appendix 3 Reading
The Importance of Reading

At Little Kingshill Combined School, we believe that reading is both an essential tool for accessing a wealth of information and knowledge and a source of pleasure and enjoyment.  It is a complex process that requires not only the skills to decode marks on the page, but also the experiences that enable readers to understand and interact with the written word.  We recognise that children enter school with different attitudes towards and levels of understanding of the reading process, which must be acknowledged in order to develop each individual as an able and enthusiastic reader.

Aims

We aim to enable pupils to:

� Develop confidence in themselves as readers.

� Develop key skills (semantic, syntactic and phono-graphic) in order to read with fluency, accuracy, understanding and enjoyment.

� Develop knowledge of and familiarity with a wide range of children’s literature, both narrative and non-narrative.

� Respond thoughtfully and imaginatively to texts, commenting upon settings, characters, events and use of language.

� Develop the ability to use information texts and locate, extract and use relevant information.

� Become critical and discerning readers.

Organisation and Practice
· Regular guided reading lessons

· Teachers hear children read in both shared and individual contexts on a regular basis, in EY,

KS1 and depending on the needs of the child in KS2.

· Guided reading texts are chosen to match the ability of the group but still provide an element of challenge.

· Guided reading provides a forum for pupils to demonstrate what they have learned about

reading; the focus for the reading is concerned with extending strategies/objectives taught.

· Pupils who are working below age appropriate objectives are supported through intervention

programmes.

· Children must be given the opportunity to choose their own books with the teacher’s guidance.

· The child's choice of books will be carefully monitored by the child, teacher and parent.

· Whenever possible IT software must be used to extend pupil’s reading experiences.
· Teachers read daily to their classes, to foster and inspire interest in a love

of books in the children, and to motivate them to borrow from the class library.

· All teachers are responsible for providing a stimulating reading environment, promoting book

ownership and recommending books to pupils. Classroom and central displays are language

rich and special displays promote authors and books.

· All classrooms have a well-stocked book area with a range of fiction and non-fiction. Pupils also have opportunities to read magazines, information leaflets and ICT texts. 
· The school library is an important resource and pupils are taught how to use it appropriately.

Reading at Home

We aim to provide a rich variety of written texts to be shared in school and at home with members of the family.  

· In school, from Reception onwards, we follow a variety of banded schemes.  To support this, children take home these scheme books. The books the children take home are directly linked to the PM Benchmarking assessments so as to ensure the children are developing both decoding and comprehension skills.
· Alongside this, children are given the opportunity to take home a range of story books, information books and poetry books.  These can be borrowed from the library or the book boxes. 

· Although not all children take home scheme books we encourage independent reading at home. Provision is made for individual children who need to continue on the reading scheme.  A greater emphasis is placed on the older children taking more responsibility for their reading and to gain enjoyment from their reading.  Children are encouraged to take home a wide range of books, novels and information books.
Parents are encouraged to sign their child’s reading record on a daily basis to show that they are supporting their children’s reading development as well as support the school’s ethos of reading for enjoyment.

Appendix 4 Writing
The Importance of Writing

This school recognises that writing is closely linked to reading and speaking and listening.  Talk is a necessary prerequisite, because it allows pupils to organise what they wish to write.  Pupils also draw upon their range of reading experiences and use them as models for their writing.  An extensive range of purposes, forms and audiences for writing needs to be created in order to reflect the value and importance of writing in daily life.  Through this range, pupils learn to understand the choices facing the writer and to respond in an appropriate manner.  The teacher’s role is crucial in developing writing through modelling and guiding pupils through the process of planning, composition and transcription, providing necessary support and feedback.

Aims

We aim to enable pupils to:
� Know how writing differs from speaking.

� Recognise that writing should have a clear purpose and audience.

� Know, understand and be able to write in a range of genres and text types.

� To write for a variety of real or imagined purposes.

� Plan, draft, discuss, revise and edit their own writing.

� Recognise that writing is both essential to thinking, investigating, organising and learning and is enjoyable in its own right.

� Develop accurate transcriptional skills (spelling, punctuation and fluent, legible handwriting).

· Understand the importance and necessity of correct grammar within writing.

� Develop their powers of imagination, inventiveness and critical awareness through the medium of writing.

To use Talk for writing (T4W) approach across the school to promote children’s verbal fluency and to provide extensive opportunities for oral rehearsal.

Organisation and practice
· Teachers must provide rich, varied and purposeful curriculum activities and experiences

which will provide children with opportunities for writing. These must include role play,

drama, bookmaking, as well as factual writing, diaries, letters, lists etc.

· Children are given opportunities to talk about, then plan, draft, revise and improve their writing.
· We use the LetterJoin cursive handwriting scheme. All children are explicitly taught the correct formation of individual and families of letters. Handwriting sessions are used to build fluency and writing stamina.
· All classrooms must be equipped with alphabets, wordbooks, dictionaries and

thesauruses as appropriate. Alphabet and phonic displays in foundation/Key Stage 1 classrooms must be placed at eye level.

· Displays and resources must be clearly labelled in a balance of school script and word

processed captions and, where appropriate, in different community languages. The

classroom environment must provide many examples of writing using a balance of the

school script and word-processing. e.g. labels, lists, captions. These must be shared with

children frequently.

· We use Pie Corbett’s Talk for Writing (T4W) across EYFS and KS1: the model of imitation /

Immersion, innovation and invention.  
· Teachers must be actively engaged in modelling the process of writing. The teaching of

writing skills (communicating meaning, appropriate genre, punctuation, grammar,

handwriting, spelling patterns) must be carefully planned and delivered explicitly.

· Children must have opportunities to write across the curriculum and in a variety of settings

(individually, in pairs, various groupings, whole class, and for a range of purposes

demanded across the curriculum).

·  Subject-specific texts that link to work being undertaken in other areas should also be used

in literacy lessons to support the wider curriculum.

· Teachers use shared writing to model the writing process. Shared reading and writing

provide a context for discussion and demonstration of grammatical features at word level,

sentence level and text level. Activities are differentiated through the use of writing frames,

spelling banks, collaborative work and peer or adult support. Teachers encourage ‘talk for

writing’ as an integral part of the process.
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