
Year 4 Spring 2  Animals and their habitats 

Key knowledge
1 Sorting/grouping- Identify features of living 

things and group similar plants/animals
2 Classifying- Use identification keys and

branching databases to classify living things
3 Sketching- Make careful observations of a 

living thing and draw a detailed sketch
4 Surveying- Collect data and samples from a 

local habitat, and report on findings
5 Measuring- Use equipment to take readings 

e.g. temperature
6 A habitat is a home environment for plants, 

animals and other living things. Examples 
include: Rainforest, deserts, woodlands or 
the ocean.  

7 A micro-habitat is a small, specific home 
environment which include a specific item. 
For example: A pond or a pile of logs.

8 Every living thing needs food to create 
energy. A food chain helps to show this 
transfer of energy through different plants 
and animals.

Key Questions for the Topic

1 Why do we need to classify living things?

2 What defines a living thing? (MRS NERG)

3 Who was Carl Linnaeus and what important 
work did he do?

4 What impact can humans have on the 
environment and how can it be improved?

5 How can local environments be improved for 
plants and animals?

6 How many different habitats can you think of?
Do the animals you would find their have any 
adaptations?

Key vocabulary

Classification Grouping by shared features

Vertebrate Animal with a backbone

Amphibian Cold-blooded, egg-laying,
lives in water and on land

Bird Warm-blooded, egg-laying 
with feathers, wings and a 
beak

Fish Cold-blooded, egg-laying 
with fins, gills and scales

Mammal Warm-blooded with hair or 
fur and give birth to live 
young, lives in water or land

Reptile Cold-blooded with dry scaly 
skin, usually lay eggs on land

Invertebrate Animal without a backbone

Annelid A segmented worm

Arachnid An invertebrate with 8 legs 
and 2 body parts e.g. spider

Crustacean Mostly live in water with a 
hard shell and segmented 
body e.g. crab

Insect A small egg-laying animal 
with 6 legs and usually wings

Habitat The natural home of a living 
thing 

Biodiversity The variety of plant and 
animal life in the world or a 
particular habitat

MRS NERG The shared characteristics of 
all living things



Year 4 Spring 2   Animals and their habitats

Prior Vocabulary Prior Knowledge Future Learning
1 In Year 6, you will learn how organisms can be grouped 

according to their characteristics.

2 You will be able to identify the characteristics for the 

different classification of animals.

3 You will understand appropriate scientific vocabulary 

and use that to describe organisms and their features.

4 In year 6, you will be able to explain what vascular and 

non-vascular plants are? 

5 I the future, you will be able to explain the difference 

between flowering and non-flowering plants. 

6 You will also know who Carl Linnaeus and what he 

contributed to science and why his classification 

systems so important.

7 You will be able to demonstrate what micro-organisms 

are and what groups you classify micro-organisms into? 

8 You will be able to explain to a partner the organisms 

that exist in your local environment.


