
Year Group 5     Term Period- Spring    Topic - Evolutionary Britain

Key Vocabulary

1 Industrial Revolution- Where 
machines begin to take the 
place of people and animals.

2 Invention- A new object or idea 
that has been created.

3 Machine- A mechanical device 
that uses power to perform an 
intended action.

4 Factory- A building where 
goods are manufactured.

5 Cotton Mill- A building housing 
spinning or weaving machinery 
for producing cotton or yarn.

6 Urbanisation- The growth of
cities due to movement of 
people.

7 Manufacture- To make 
something on a large scale 
using machinery. 

8 Mass production- Rapid (fast) 
making of identical objects.

9 Importer/Exporter- A person or 
country that bring good 
into/takes goods out of a 
country for sale. 

10 Population- All the inhabitants 
of a particular place.

11 Pollution- Harmful gases, 
smoke and chemicals in the 
environment.

Sticky Knowledge
1 In 1837, 80% of the British population was living in the 

countryside.

2 The Industrial Revolution was a time of great change. 

3 Big and powerful steam engines were developed and used 
to run factories.

4 The increase in the number of steam engines meant that 
more coal needed to be mined. Mining was a very 
dangerous and difficult job. 

5 Many inventions were made during the Industrial 
Revolution including the spinning jenny, the steam engine, 
the water frame and the steam locomotive. 

6 The Spinning Jenny was a new invention. It was used in 
textile mills to produce yarn more quickly. 

7 Factories were able to manufacture goods quickly and 
cheaply which improved Britain’s trade.

8 There were no child labour laws in the Victorian era. 
Children were able to work in factories and coal mines to 
earn money for their families.

9 New farming machinery and the rise of factories meant that 
people moved to cities in search of work.

10 Towns and cities became congested and people lived in 
unhygienic overcrowded conditions.

11 The Industrial Revolution changed the concept of work to 
how we live today, introducing the idea of 9-5 shifts and 
weekends.

12 Developments in canal pathways and the 
railway led to easier transportation of 
people and goods.

13 Mass production and developed 
transportation links led to Britain 
becoming a leading importer and 
exporter, making it a global power.

14 Black smoke from factory chimneys 
polluted the towns and cities. Pollution 
was a big problem for those living in 
urban areas.

Key Questions for the Topic

1 What were the key events of the Victorian Era 
and the Industrial Revolution?

2 Who was Queen Victoria?

3 What were the main features of the Victorian 
society? 

4 What changes took placed during the Industrial 
Revolution?

5 What was the British Empire?

6 What was the Industrial Revolution?

7 Where did the Industrial Revolution happen and 
why? 

8 How did the Industrial revolution change our 
landscape?

9 What were some famous Victorian inventions?

10 Why were iron and coal so important?

11 What was it like in the Victorian factories?

12 How did transport change during the Industrial 
Revolution?

13 What was daily life like for a Victorian?

14 What was Victorian schooling like?

15 What were the major changes that occurred in 
England because of the Industrial Revolution?
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Prior Vocabulary
1 Artefact An object made by a human 

being that has historical 

interest

2 Timeline A representation of a period 

of time on which important 

dates and events are marked 

in order of occurrence

3 Chronological Events are in order of how 

they happened (from earliest 

to latest)  

4 Transport A method of moving people or 

goods from one place to 

another (e.g. car, train, plane 

etc)

5 Queen Victoria The Queen between 1837 

and 1901. She is the second 

longest reigning British 

monarch after Elizabeth II

6 Victorian Era The period of time when 

Queen Victoria ruled

7 United Kingdom The country in which we live 

that consists of England, N. 

Ireland, Scotland and Wales

8 Past An event/time period that has 

already happened

Prior Sticky Knowledge
1 Queen Victoria ruled from 1837 to 1901. She is 

the second longest reigning British Monarch. 

2 Transport can be used to moved people or goods 

from one place to another

3 Transport has changed and developed quickly 

over the last 100 years. 

4 Children, in the past, were expected to work from 

a young age

5 People, in the past, had poor living conditions 

particularly if they lived in cities

6 Children, in the past, were not educated like they 

are today

7 There was a big difference between the lives that 

people lived depending on if they were rich or 

poor

8 Stone Age – 6000 – 800BC

Iron Age – 800BC – 43AD

Romans – 43AD – 410AD

Anglo Saxons and Vikings – 410AD – 1066AD

Future Learning 
Use maps, atlases, globes, digital and computing mapping, 

compass skills, grid references, symbols and keys to 

locate where the Ancient Greek Empire would have been

Recognise the physical and human characteristics and 

major cities in Ancient and modern day Greece

Describe and understand key aspects of physical 

geography of Greece

Recognise the similarities and differences between the 

human and physical geography of the UK and Greece

Describe the life and achievements of the Ancient Greeks 

and their influence on the modern western world (including 

develops made during the Victorian times)

Identify where the Greek Empire is placed on a timeline

Use evidence to support arguments to help with your 

understanding of events, people and changes


