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Acropolis

Polytheistic

Democracy

Oligarchy

Mount
Olympus

Parthenon

Titans

City state

Assembly
Citizens

Dictatorship
Dorics, lonic
and Corinthian
Spartans
Warfare
Hoplites

Athens

Philosophy

Fortified city core located on a rocky outcrop
about Athens

Religious system where people believe in or
worship more than one god

A system of government where eligible
people elect representatives

A system of government where a small
group of people control everything

The highest mountain in Greece and the
mythological home of the Greek Gods,
primarily twelve Olympian Gods.

Temple dedicated to Athena located on the
Athenian Acropolis

An older generation of Gods including
Cronus and Rhea who were the children of
earlier Gods and parents to the Olympian
Gods

A city that had its own government and rules
the area around it e.g. Athens, Sparta,
Corinth, Delphi & Thebes (Greek = Polis)

A group of citizens who turned up to vote
An inhabitant of a town or city

Ruled by one person (a dictator) who has
total power over a country

Types of architecture (different style of
columns)

Tough warriors living in the Greek city of
Sparta

Engagement in or the activities involved in
war of conflict

Ancient Greek infantry soldiers

The capital and largest city of Greece which
was the most powerful city state in Ancient
Greece

A way of thinking or asking questions about
the world, universe and mankind.
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Modern Greece — Greece is a country in the South East of Europe. It is made
up of mainland Greece as well as around 2,000 smaller islands. Because it is
in the Mediterranean, it has a warm, sunny summers and mild winters.

Ancient Greece — In ancient times, Greece was not a unified country. It had
no central government. Instead, the country was split up into city states called
‘polis’. Each polis had its own government and laws although everyone in
Greece spoke the same language and had the same beliefs.

Athens — Athens was the largest city state in Ancient Greece and it was also
the richest. It was near to the sea and so was able to trade easily using its
own fleet of ships. Athens relied on slave labour. Slaves did all the manual
labour and hard work. However, some slaves were educated and had jobs
like being teachers and nurses.

Sparta — Sparta was a very different city state to Athens. Sparta was situated
inland and didn’'t have a coast. It was ruled by two kings. Everyone in Sparta
was trained to be fit and obedient. Sparta did not trade. They took what they
needed from their neighbours and forced them to be slaves.

The Battle of Marathon — The Battle of Marathon is one of the first battles we
have a record of thanks to the Greek writer, Herodutus. King Darius of Persia
wanted to conquer Greece to increase the Persian empire. When the people
of Athens became aware that the Persians planned to attack, they sent a
soldier called Phidippides to run from the town of Marathon to Sparta to get
help. The distance was 26 miles and is the basis for the modern-day
marathon race.

Olympic Games — The Olympics originated in the year 776BC at Olympia in
Ancient Greece. They started when a cook, Koroibus, won the stadion race
which was a foot race around 600feet in length. Originally, the games were
part of a religious festival for the god Zeus but eventually new events were
added and woman were allowed to compete to make the same Olympic
Games we have today.

Society — The Greeks were great thinkers, warriors, writers, actors, athletes,
artists, architects and politicians.

Family life — most people lived in villages in the countryside. Many Greeks
were poor and life was hard. Ancient Greek homes were built around a
courtyard or garden.

Religion — The Greeks believed that gods and goddesses watched over
them. They were like humans but lived forever and were more powerful. The
most famous temple in Greece is the Parthenon in Athens, dedicated to the
goddess Athena.

Warfare — Greece was made up of lots of smaller states and they were often
went to war with one another or with foreign enemies. Soldiers would lock
their shields together with their spears pointing out of the top, this was called
a phalanx.

Legacy — Over 3000 years later we are still using Ancient Greek ideas in
maths, science and art. Our alphabet is based on the Greek one and in the
dictionary you'll find hundreds of words that come from the Greek language.
The Greeks development of democracy is still our main form of government
today.

Ancient Greeks — The Ancient Greeks were people who lived from about
1200BC to 150BC.

Greek art - The Ancient Greeks became known for their perfection in art.
Women, children and common people appear regulary in Greek art. They
made sculptures, paintings and pottery. They were also very famous for their
architecture, especially their columns, of which many still remain today.
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Key Questions

1 Can you use maps, atlases, globes, digital and computing
mapping, use compass points, grid references, symbols
and keys to locate where the Ancient Greek Empire and

important landmarks of Ancient Greece would have
been/are?

o Can you recognise the physical and human characteristics

and major cities in Ancient and modern day Greece?

3 Can you describe and understand key aspects of physical
geography of Greece including: climate zones, rivers and

mountains

4 Can you recognise the similarities and differences
between the human and physical geography of the UK
and Greece?

5 Can you describe the life and achievements of the
Ancient Greeks and their influence on the western world?

6 Can you identify where the Ancient Greek Empire would
be on a timeline?

7 Can you use evidence to support arguments to help you
with your understanding of events, people and changes?
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Rise and Fall

Exploration

Hierarchy

Bias

Prejudice

Oppression

Empire

Rebellion

Retreat

Continuity

Invasion

Monarchy

Conquer

The term used when empires
grow/lose and expand/shrink
power.

The action of exploring an
unfamiliar area.

A system in which members of an
organization or society are
ranked according to relative
status or authority.

Prejudice for or against one
person or group.

A preconceived opinion that is
not based on reason or actual
experience.

Prolonged cruel or unjust
treatment or exercise of authority.

An extensive group of states or
countries ruled over by a single
monarch or state.

An act of armed resistance to an
established government or
leader.

withdraw from enemy forces as a
result of their superior power or
after a defeat.

A prolonged period of something
over time.

An instance of invading a country
or region with an armed force

A form of government with a
monarch at the head.

Overcome and take control of (a
place or people) by military force.
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Ancient Egypt was one of the greatest and most
powerful civilizations in the history of the world. It
lasted for over 3000 years from 3150 BC to 30 BC.
William the Conqueror (1028-1087): Became King of
England in 1066 after winning in the Battle of
Hastings.

The Vikings landed in East Anglia and quickly took
York (which they named). Over time, they drove out
the Saxons and took the land for themselves, leaving
Wessex as the only unconquered kingdom. English
kingdoms paid the Vikings danegeld not to plunder
their lands.

The Stone Age is named after the stone tools that the
earliest humans used to help them survive. They used
them to kill animals for their meat, bone marrow and
skins. The bones were also useful for making tools,
such as needles to sew skins together.

Mass production and developed transportation links
led to Britain becoming a leading importer and
exporter, making it a global power.

Created thousands of years ago, Greek myths were
epic stories about Greek gods, passed down over
generations. They are often about heroic battles and
terrible creatures, and taught the importance of
bravery, intelligence, and right and wrong.

The Olympics is a series of international athletic
contests held in a different country once every four
years.
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Future Learning

The development of the
Church, state and society
in Medieval Britain (1066-

1509).

Ideas, political power,
industry and empire in
Britain, 1745-1901.

Challenges for Britain,

Europe and the wider

world, 1901-present.

A study of an aspect or
theme of British history
before 1066.

This could include the Norman Conquest,
Christendom and the Crusades, the
struggle between Church and crown,
the Magna Carta and the emergence of
Parliament.

This could include the Enlightenment in
Britain and Europe, the

British transatlantic slave trade, the
Seven Years War and the American War
of Independence or the French
Revolution.

This will include the Holocaust. It could
also include the Suffragettes, World War
1, the inter-war years or the Great
Depression,

This could be the changing nature of
political power in Britain or the changing
landscape from the Iron Age to the
present,
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